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Med d in that Timber, which he ſtrove to Rend. 
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My Lord, 
INCE the Chriſtian Religion, according to the 
8 Doctrine of the Church of England, is our Lord- 
ſhip's diſtinguiſhing Character, I make bold to lay 
before your Lordſhip, the CASE of a True Son of that 
Church, now under Cenſure for High Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanours, 

1 ſha!) not my Lord, preſume to Enquire into the 
Juſtice of his Impeachment, or undertake the Defence of 
his Cauſe, leaving that wholly ro himſelf ; my Inter: 
being only to endeavour ſuch a Repreſentation as may 
ſer his CASE in a true Ligbr. and in ſome meaſure, tu 
ſhow the great pains that is :akea ro widen our Breaches, 
and wound our moſt Holy Religion, by thoſe ever fatal 
Enemies to our Church, the Diſſenters, 

* Bur whatever Succeſs my Endeavouas in this matter 
* may meet with, ir is the peculiar Happineſs, and Ad- 
vantage of the Church of England, that it can yet, 
* notwithſtanding all Oppoſition, glory in ſuch an un- 
* blemiſhed Patriot, and undaunted Champion for the 
* ſupport of irs Conſtitution as your Lordſhip ; whoſe 
Life is the beſt Illuſtration of its Doctrine; whoſe Me- 
* rits is as conſpicuous as your Fortune ; whoſe Conſct- 
* ence is as unblemiſh'd as your Honour ; and who by 
* rhe Juſtice, and regularity of your Principles and A- 
* Ctions, have compleated the Character of a True Chr; 
tian, as well as that of an Accompliſhed Nolleman. 

'Tis a Melancholy Reflection my Lord, to think tha: 
the Diſſenters Moderation ſhould be now, by themſelves, 
turned into the utmoſt Revenge; and that Induigent To- 
leration, which our Legiſlature has been pleaſed to per- 
mit them, endeavoured to be ufurp'd into ſuα¹eua Domi- 
A 2 nion, 


| 4 - 
nion, That the Doctrine of the Church of England muſt 
not be Vindicated by one of Her Miniſters, but it ſhall 
preſently beReckon'd as a tore Grievance,and an Unpar- 
donableCrime bythe Diſſenters; Power, my Lord, has ever 
been their aim, tho never owned till they have got it, and 
then uſed with the greateſt Unmercifulneſs imaginable; 
(as it has Leen judiciouſly Remarked by a late“ Author, 
when Matters © are brought to a near approach of the 
Power ſought afrer, the Object appears ſo near and fo 
* lovely, few are able to withſtand the Temptation, bur 
© in deſpite of Laws Humane and Divine; give a looſe 
© to theit Deſires. Thus in all probability, Cr omwel had 


not been inſtrumental in cutting off the Royal Martyr's 


* Head, had not the Lord Thomas Fairſax, reflecting on 


* the Canſe his miſtaken Zeal embark'd him in, laid 


„ down his Command: A Second Error more fatal than 
* the former, for this put it out of his Power to preſerve 
the KING, and all he could do afterwards was little 


more than ſending his Wiſhes for the Reſtoration of 


* the Royal Line. 


And now, my Lord, ro Reſume rhe Caſe of the Per- 


fon before us, who ſtands Impeach'd of high Crimes and 


Miſdemeanors, for ſome Expretſions in * two late Ser- 


mons; and the Day of his Fryal drawing nigh, I (hall 
now proceed to an Impartial Repreſentation of his Caſe, 
and demonſtrate waar I have before hinred, that the 
Diſſenters Moderation is now turned into the utmoſt Re- 
venge, and the Toleration endeavour'd to be Uſurpt into 
a Dominion. | | | 

So ſoon as the Parliament began to ſhew their Re- 
ſentment of the Sermon Preach'd at St. Paul's (long be- 
fore his Impeachment) With what opprobrious Lan- 
guage and Scurrility was he treated, by the Diſſenting 
Pamphleteęrs, and one or two Wolves in Sheeps Cloath- 
ing, Who call themſelves Miniſters of our Church; as 
£ the. Diſſenters they were glad of inch an Opportunity 
to wide! our unhappy Breaches (nor in the leaſt Re- 
garding chat Advice of the Apgii.e, Be a! Mcckneſs un- 
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ſtation of the Commentaries, 
+ I. Preached at Detby Mies, Aug. r5, 


1.——at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Nov. 3. 
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(5) 
to a Men, and nothing leſs than Baniſoment, Degrada- 


"tion, a large Fi ne, Inmprifonment, Or a ſevtre Corporal 


Puniſhment will ſerve their turn, and yer I am certaim, 


ere a Scrutiny made, not one in a hundred of them 


ever read the Sermon; ſuch are the Party that would 


de thought the beſt Friends ro Her Majeſty; who will 


not let his Honourable Accuſers preceed without their 
Direction, and for want ot Argument to Confure his 
Defence of the Diſcipline of our Church; and Aſſerting 
the Authority of the Queen, audacioufly cry out, as 
they have always done, * ſuch Defenders of our Church 
and Government, muſt be for a French Intereſt, 

And as the Doctor himſelf juſtly Complain'd of thoſe 
Judges that C ondemm d his Sermon without hearing, fo I 
would not have em again, pats Sentence upon him 


before his Tryal, bur leave that to his Honourable 


Judges; and marurely weigh and confider with them- 
(elves, into what Miſchiefs Prejudice and Parriality will 


precipitate Men, if not rightly conſider d: To prevent 


* 


which, I hcartily recommend them to the Doctor's moſt 
admirable Eflay on that Subject, Y:2. | 

As all Government is built upon Law, ard all Law 
is Supported by the the due Execution, and regular Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, which is the grand End and De- 
fign of both: So there's nothing that does more e ſſectu- 
ally Overturn. its Foundation, Counrermine and De- 
tear its Igocd Intention, and utterly Diſappoint and E- 
vacuate its Force and Power, than a Perſonal Prejudice, 
or a Blind, Mercenary, ard baſe Parrra/ity, Ar d truly 


tis not eake to determine, Whether Government, or Re- 


bigion has ſufferd more from Prejudice and Partiality, to 
which they will for ever ſtand ſuch itreconcileable Ene- 
mies. Tis this that can Transform the one into Enthu- 
ſiaſm, Superſtition, and Atheiſm; ard the other into 
Fraud, Bribery and Oppretſion; fill our Church with 
Bigors, Fanaticks and Infidels ; our Courts with Para- 
fres, Informers and Sycophants; and if not timely pre- 
vented, ſubrert the Peace and Eſtabliſnment of Chun h 
and State, and deprive us of u hat! we can poſſibly (claim 
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a8 our Right, either by Humane or Divine Law. Which 


1 hope ro make Evident, under theſe Three General 
Heads : | 
I. Firſt, I will endeavour to ſtate the true Nature and 
Bounds of theſe Vices, and ſhew wherein they conſiſt, 
II. Secondly, I will point out the Cauſes from whence 
they flow, whereby their Guilt and Malignity will ap] 


r. 

pe Thirdly, I will lay open the fatal Influence they 
have in their pernicious Effects and Conſequences, ſo as 
more powerfully to ; induce us to prevent, or remedy 
them. 

1. The true Nature of Prejudice may ſeem to Conſiſt 
in this, That it is a Premature, Indeliberate, and Irra 
tional Opinion, haſtily fixed in the Mind, either For, or 


- Againſt any Perſon, or Thing, not ariſing from any Light, 


or Conviction of the Underſtanding, or the Merit or E- 
vidence of the Cauſe, but from the predominant Con- 
troul of the Vill, and the Arbitrary impulſe of Humour 
or Imagination, Averſion, or Deſire. And ir may be 
calld a kind of Moral Sympathy, or Antipathy, or a 
Fantaſtical Liking, or Hating any thing, not ſo much 
from Reaſon as Caprice. Now tho it is unnatural for 
the Mind to hang and fluctuate in an Equipendency, in 
relation to any thing propos d to the Thoughts, and that 
ir maſt determine its Judgment one way or other, yet 
this ought always to be regulated by the clear Demor- 
ſtration of Senſe and Argument, where the Subject will 
admit of ir, and by the moſt probable Pronis where it 
will not. When the Underſtand ing Cerræiniy peceives 
the Truth of Things, it enjoys an infallible Knowledge 
and leaves no room for Doubt, or Prejudice. But the 
Compals of this is ſo Narrow and Confin'd, that it 
ſerves only to upbraid our Ignorance, and to mortify 
our Pride and Ambition in this dubious and gloomy 
State here below. A Conſideration one would think 


ſufficient in it ſelf ro make Mankind Cautious in enter- 


taining Opinions, and ſolicitous in Eſtabliſning their 
Truth, to keep their Minds ſingle, free and Unrainted, 
ready to receive Conv ctiou, and not fo pertinacious as 
to refuſe all ſurther Information, and /ike the Deaf Ad- 
der, to fiop their Ears te the Voice of the Charmer, Charm 
Ho never ſo N. * 
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If Men Judge before they have throughly Examin'd 
the Force of thoſe Arguments that ſnould determine 
their Laſt Thoughts, ir muſt be Owiug to Fortune, that 
they ſtumble upon Truth, and find by Accident what 
they grope after in the Dark. They ſoot at Random, 
and tis a Miracle if they hit the Mark, at which they 
never took Aim. This is the prime Source of Error in 
the World, Men in Defence of their own Opinions, De- 
clare War againſt all Oppoſers : When they have once 
Pronounc'd their Sentiments, they are reſolvd ro Main- 
them, and delvde themſelves into the Belief of their 
own Judgments, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
never thought otherwiſe, Which indeed is ro preſume 
that they Judg d right, becauſe they never judg d as they 
Ought. For then are We only properly ſaid to Fudge, 
when we have Travers d o'er the whole Extent of our 
Subject, and have nicely Compar'd the different Habi- 
rudes it bears, with ey oo ro it Self, and Other Beings, 

wheu we have weigh'd every Doubt, and Difficulty in 
the Ballance of Reator, when the Mind has gradually 
run throngh and Unravell'd the intricate Chain of 
Thoughts and Conſequences belonging to it, till at laſt 
upon a compleat Survey, it Collects, Diſtinguiſnes, and 


Adheres to the Truth it muſt Reſt upon, and Contide in. 


Bur how few are there, whoſe Buſineſs and Leiſure will 
admir of ſuch a dilarory Search, thus accurarely ro Sifr 
and Explore every Particular, that can let in Light up- 
on an Obſcure and Ambiguous Queſtion ? And how few 
Things are there that will allow ſuch a thorough Diſ- 
quiſirion, ſuch a Full and Adequate Diſcovery ? 

Bur are we therefore to throw up, and abandon our 
ſelves, ro Scepticiſin and Infidelity > And for fear of 
incurring the Guilt of Prejudice, and the Difficulty of 
avoiding ir, Believe Nothing, but what we are to expect 
a Scientifical Cerrainty of? Muſt we Trim and Waver, 
and change our Judgments, as aſten as we meet with 
a Knotty Objection that perplexcs us > Doubtleſs that 
1s as little a Proof of a Man's Courage, as his Reaſon, 
of his Honeſty, as Religion, and as much Reproaches 
his Underſtanding, as his Manners. And on-the other 
Hand, muſt we blindly Reſolve totbe Ignorant, and 
become {rch Pei verſe Bigors, as to ſtick to the Firſt Crude 
and Indigeſted Notions that ariſe from the Fumes > 
Luſt, or the Hears of a r and Nbimſical Braia 
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Certainly: the Danger is Equally. great on both ſides, 


and there muſt be ſame ſafe and Middle- way betwixt 
theſe Extreams. When a Man has with all due Care, 
Integrity, and Circumſpection fairly diſcuſs d his Opi- 
nion, and the Teſtimony on all Sides has been. Calmly 
and Impartially Debated, he may with a Moral Aſſu- 
rance, give in the Verdict of his own Judgment, which 
he is oblig*d to ſtand to, and defend, both in Juſtice and 
Honour, till better Evidence appears, and Convinces 
him to be in a Miſtake. But to Aſſert his Nations 
— Wrong, to Shut his Eyes againſt the Light, 


-onrumactouſly o withſtand all Perſuaſion, and to Bid 


Defiance to Reaſon, is to be Wilfully and Obſtinately 
3 | | | / | 

He who Acts with this Ingenuous Fidelity, may Ra- 
riovalty and Laudably Aſſent to thoſe Propoficions, a- 
gainſt which he at preſent ſees no ſufficient Objection: 
So he who is poſſeſt with that Obdurate Self ſufficiency, 
as to imagin his own Maxims Inconteſtable, and above 
the reach of all Coptradiction, muſt neceſſarily be De- 
luded into Falfſhood and Error. 

Thus far Prejudice has been Confin'd only to Matters 
of Speculation, and is to be conſider d as a kind of In- 
tallectual Sin, and as an Error in Fudgment ; bur when 
it comes to break out, and Exemplify it ſelf in Action, 


then it commences P. rt iality, which is an Error in Con- 


ſcience, and a Viſible and Practical Inſtance of ir. I ſhall 
now in the Second Place, Account for all thoſe ſecret 
Cauſes and Methods whereby we are Betray d into the 
Errors of Prejudice. 

II. Whoever ſcarches this Vice to the Pottom, and 
traces it up to its Original, will find it a very early 
Principle, deeply Rooted in our Corrupted Nature; 
ſpringing from the Fundamental Stamina of our Conſti- 
tution. growing up, ſpreading, and incorporating it ſelt, 
with the Viral Frame and Eſſence of our Being. To this 
Fatal Bent, aud Devious Irregularity, that Humane Na- 
ture receivd in the Forfeiture of its Primogenial Inno- 
cence, is to be Attributed this Hes Fe, as the An- 
ezents Styl'd it, This Hereditary Falſiood. To which 
is imputed that almoſt irrefiſtible Sway, that our Head- 


ſtrong, and Tyrannical Will, uſurps over our Impotent 


Reaſon, leading it Captive, and Suborning it to the 
chful Compliances. Howe ver this may be 
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A idicul'd, by Prophane and Senſeleſs Atheiſts, as Cant 
and pot heſis in Divinity, who are indeed the greateſt 
and moſt Scandalous Examples of its I ruth: It cannoc 
ve deny'd, but chat the State we are now in (and ſuch 
tate muſt be a Faint Tranſcript of the beautitul Image 
7 1 GOD, wherein we were Creared) that nor only the 

Pioch, Temper and Habit 0! the Soul, but often- 

times the very Power of its Realoning, the Formation 
f irs Idea's, and Judgment, do very much Depend up- 
zn the Contexrure of the Organs of the Body, Co-op e- 
te, and in a manner Sympathize with its prevailing 
Jumours. There is a ſort of Judgment as Vecutiar to 
Pery Man, as the Turn of his Face, which proves to 
and may be call'd a Complectienal Prejriaice; Pre- 
ling variouſly in all Men; according to the fevers 
iferent Froportions, and Mixtures ct the FE ements 


„or Superiour Inclination, to which the Mina 
very much ſubj-&t , and tom wherce it Ferms 
| ſingular Aﬀections, and takes all the Co- 
urs and Figures of its Pa:tions, This is wv hat the 
turaliſts have ſtyl'd the Id ov) 42:91 the main 20- 
Yerning Ingredient in the compoſition of Nature, which 
ns throvgh, and mingles with its whole Mats, gives 4 
ncture to all his Actions and Conceptions, Denomi- 
Hes the Diſtinguiſhing Genius, and by Diſcr minating 
e Man from another, ſeems to be a Principle of Indi- 
nation. Theſe are as the Phil ſopher calls em, 
1c u Connate Infiimities, that are born and 
d in our Blood, and that produce our darlit g 
Mees, which, fo 'mperceptibly ſlide and inſin uare. 
themſelves into our Practice. Thele intetine Temp ations 
inectiantly attend upon the Mind, by which it is watch 
and ſednc'd, not without Proclivity and Satisfaction: 
8 are the Center in which all cur Paflions Termi - 
ware and Joyn, tho' never 10 much Reruę nant to each 
er. 
This will appear very mant feſt, if we turn the Mind 
ard upon it ſeif, ro view all its ſecret Workir gs, ard 
ce its inviſible Labours, in its dark Cell, by the 
rings that actuate it. This We ſhall find the Grand 
aſtei-IViecl, that Commnnicates Motion, and Life, 
the whole Machine. Where a Mans Nature 1s 
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Certainly: the Danger is Equally. great on both ſides, 


and there muſt be ſame ſafe and Middle-way betwixt 
theſe Extteams. When a Man has with all due Care, 
Integrity, and Circumſpection fairly diſcuſs'd his Opi- 
nion, and the Teſtimony on all Sides has been. Calmly 
and Impartially Debated, he may with a Moral Aſſu- 
rance, give in the Verdict of his own judgment, which 
he is oblig d to ſtand to, and defend, both in Juſtice and 
Honour, till better Evidence appears, and Convinces 
him to be in a Miſtake. But to Aſſert his Nations 
Righr: or Wrong, to Shut his Eyes againſt the Light, 
Contumaciouſly zo withſtand all Perſuaſion, and to Bid 
Defiance to Reaſon, is to be Wiltully and Obſtinately 
Prejudic'd, | | | | / | 
He who Acts with this Ingenuous Fidelity, may Ra- 
tionally and Laudably Aſſent to thoſe Propoſitions, a- 
gainſt which he at preſent ſees no ſufficient Objection: 
So he who is poſſeſt with that Obdurate Self ſufficiency, 
as to imagin his own Maxims Inconteſtable, and above 
the reach of all Coptradiction, muſt neceſſarily be De- 
luded into Falſhocd and Error. 

Thus far Prejudice has been Confin'd only to Matters 
of Speculation, and is to be conſider d as a kind of In- 
rallectual Sin, and as an Error in Fudgment ; but when 
it comes to break our, and Exemplify it ſelf in Action, 


then it commences P. r:iality, which is an Error in Con- 


ſcience; and a Viſible and Practical Inſtance of ir. I ſhall 
now in the Second Place, Account for all thoſe ſecret 
Cauſes and Methods whereby we are Betray'd into the 
Errors of Prejudice. 

II. Whoever ſcarches this Vice to the Pottom, and 
traces it up to its Original, will find it a very early 
Principle, deeply Rooted in our Corrupted Nature; 
ſpringing from the Fundamental Stamina of our Conſti- 
rution, growing up, ſpreading, and incorporating it ſelt, 
with the Viral Frame and Eſſence of our Being, To this 
Fatal Bent, aud Devious Irregularity, that Humane Na- 
ture receiv'd in the Forteirure of its Primogenial Inno- 
cence, is ta be Attributed this Nev 4295/5; as the An- 
cients Styl'd it, This Hereditary Falſnood. To which 
is imputed that almoſt irrefiſtible Sway, that our Head- 


ſtrong, and Tyrannical Will, uſurps over our Impotent 


Reaſon, leading it Captive, and Suborning it to the 


chful Compliances, Howe ver this may be 
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Ridicul'd, by Prophane and Senſeleſs Atheiſts, as Cant 


and Hypotheſis in Divinity, who are indeed the greateſt 
and moſt Scandalous Examples of its Truth : It cannoc 
be deny'd, but that the State we are now in (and ſuch 
2 State muſt be a Faint Tranſcript of the beautitul Image 
of GOD, wherein we were Creared) that nor only the 
Diſpoſition, Temper and Habit 0! the Soul, but often- 
times the very Power of its Realoning, the Formation 
of its Idea's, and Judgment, do very much Depend up- 
on the Contexrure of the Organs of the Body, Co-or e- 
rate, and in a manner Smpatſize with its prevailing 


10 Humours. There is a ſort of Judgment as Vecutiar to 


every Man, as the Turn of his Face, which p roves ta 
be, and may be call'd a Complectienal Pre taice; Pre- 
ſiding vartouſly in all Men; according to the ſevers+ 


Different Froportions, and Mixtures ct the E emenis 
2 in Their Conſtitution; a Corporeal k 134 ot Eno - 
gy, or Supcriour Inclination, to which the Mina 
is very much ſubject, and from wherce it Ferms 
its ſingular Affections, and takes all rhe Co- 


poet yz7% Connate Infiimities, thar are born and 


# bred in our Blood, and that produce our darlit g 


Vices, which, ſo mperceptibly flide and inſin vate 


2X ihemlelves into our Practice. Thele inte$tine Tempt ations 
inceſſantly attend upon the Mind, by which it is watch'd 


and ſeduc'd, not without Proclivity and Satisfaction. 


hey are the Center in which all cur Paflions Termi - 


nate and Joyn, tho' ne ver lo much Repuę nant to each 
$ othcr. 


This will appear very manifeſt, if we turn the Mind 


Imward upon it ſeif, ro view allits ſecret Workir gs, ard 


ace Its inviſible I abours, in its dark Cell, by the 
Zoprings that actuate ir, This We ſhall find the Grand 
# Maſtei-Il/j;eel, that Commnicates Motion, and Lite, 
to the whole Machine, Where a Mans Narure 1s 
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10) 
wrought up with Impetuoſity and Fire, the Spirit will 
exert it ſelf in Boldneſs and Ambition, in Rage and 
Raſhnels, in Turbulency and C holer. This will make 
all his Connſeſs ſar guine and precipitate, his Actions 
unadvis'd and unfteddy. What ever Strzkes the Ima- 
gination thus in 4 Hear, makes a ſtrong, tho' not al- 
ways a laſting Impreſſion, and hurries the Man away 
into inordinate Tranſports, This Conſtitution, if not 
ſubdued by the ailiftances, of Wiſdom and Grace, 
will neither let us Reaſon cooly, judge ſedately, or Act 
conſiſtently. It drives and over- powers our Faculties, 
raiſes a kind of Hurricane in the Soul, and fo ruffles 
and diſcompoles irs Serenity, that it is no more capa- 
ble of diſcerning Truth, than a troubl'd Sea of reflect- 
ing a perfect Image. This violent Temper has general- 
ly the misfortune to be attended with Pride and Con- 
ceit, Vanity and Self-Love, Vices that darken the In- 
ward Man, and infatuate and belſot his Underſtanding, 
and leave him utterly incapable of Conviction. For 
they make him in love with his own Errors, doat upon 
his Follies, and admire his Deſormiries. They expoſe 
him to the moſt ridiculous Abſurdities, to juſtify aud 
adore his own Crimes, ane to villify and depretiate 
other's Merit and Virtue. Upon which account he 
tcorns others, and is himlelf deſpis'd ; while he rails at 
chem, he is no lets reproach'd. and is derefted by that 
World which he preſumes ra abhor. Such Men arc 
always carried on with a litter and furious Zeal ; Fly 
into Extreams, Love, er hate in Excels, and view eve- 
ry thing thro a wrong Glaſs, either Magriti'd or Di- 
miniſh'd too much, by Prejudice and Partiality. They 
are impatient of Contradiction, implacable in their Re- 
ſentments, boundleſs in their Hopes, fierce in their 
Profecurtons, uneaſy under Delays, exalted with Sus. 
ceſs, and dejected with Diſappointment. 
Thus does ?refudice low from a tumultuous and it- 


faam'd imagin tion, which never fails ro make either ar: 


Atheiſt, Bigot, or Enthuſialt ; and 'tis difficult to judge, 
which is the 1worft madncls; ro believe any thing, or to be- 
lieve nothing: For either of em perfectly un man us, de- 
throne our Reaſon, and ſubject it to all the wild Extra- 
vagances, and impious Suggeſſtions of a ſophiſtical Fan- 
cy, and unbridl'd Appetite. 
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vill and Authority of Divine Revelation, and all the com- 
nd mon Methods of natural Knowledge, muſt be equally 
ke throw up and diſcarded in this Caſe, where Men pre- 
ons tend to ſuch a new infallible Illumination, as muſt ſu- 
na- erlede all previous Inſtructions, either from GO D, or 
al- 2 uch Perſwaſions as theſe, when they once 


come to be ſettl'd in the Mind, Magiſterially inſult over 
it, baffle and bear down its Faculties, and demands its 
Aſſent and ſervile Compliance. Like evil Spirits blend- 
ed with their Natures, they animate em with ſtrong 
Impulſes and Deluſions, break through all the Reſtraint 
of Reflection, and carry Men, headlong into Perdition. 

Again, where Envy, Jealouſy, or Revenge get the 
upper-hand in a Man's Temper as they are active, 
buily and prying Paſſions, and indefatigably working 
in Secrer, and always keep the Soul awake, ſtanding 
upon irs Guard, and ready to give, or ward a Blow, ſo 
they prepare and qualify it, to wreſt and miſ-interprer 
the Reports it receives ; and by caſting a fa/ſe Medium 
before its View, play upon it with all the Iſluſion of 
2X deceitful Colour and Appearance, They make ir like 
a ſick Stomach, either refuſe the wholtome Diet when 
tis offer'd, or convert what it ſwallows into Poiſon, and 
rhe corruption of a Diſeaſe. 

Where Phlegm and Melancholly make the Blood 
Stagnate, they Stupify the Soul, ſtrike a Chill and Damp 
upon the Conlcience, and render all its Conceprions 
Gloomy, Splenatick and Sour, Men of this anſterc 
and ſullen Temper, contemplate nothing in the Divine 
Nature, or Law, bur their Juſtice ard Rigor ; repre- 
ſent GOD as an hard and inexorable Maſter, tramp- 
ling upon his Vaſſals, and loading tllem with unreaſo- 
nable Chains, and Impoſitions, raking up what he laid 
not down, and reaping what he did not ſow, and making 
the Work of his own Hands, the Rep obated Ve ſſeſs 
of eternal Wrath, and Vengeance, for Invincihle Igno- 
rance, and Neceſſary Infirmities, This is a ſad Prelude 
ro Deſpair, which G OD permits ſome ſelf tormenting 
and deſponding Men to fall into, and is the moſt pov. 
ertul Efficacy of Dewiliſþ Impoſture, which can per- 
{wade Men to invent, and believe ſuch monſtrous and 
abſurd Teners, lo derogatory from the infinire Goodneſs 
and Mercy of GOD, and fo utterly Repugnanr to his 
| Glory 


: 1 . 12 Y 4 : | 
Glory and Hononr.. * theſe Men, a timerous Di- 
ſtruſt, .@ fearful looking for of Fudgment, and a Super- 
ſtirious Horror, Uſurp the Place of Reaſon, and the 
lacred and inviolable Name of Conſcience, Their 
Charity is made up of Spiritual Pride, Peeviſnneſs and 
Cenſoriouſneſs. They treat their Brethren in their De- 
votions with Blackning Contumelies, and dire Execra- 
rions, and even GOD Himſelf with amazing Impu- 
dence and Baſphemy. 

It is manifeſt, in all theſe Caſes, that the Operatiors 
of rhe Senſitive Soul are miſtaken for coſt of the 
Rational, and the Acts of the Mil, for thoſe of the 
Underſtanding ; that a ſtrong Perſwaſion, ind inveterate 


Stubborneſs, impoſes upon Men for Evidence and Illu— 


mination ; and Fancy and Inclination, for Demonſtration 
and Science. Theſe are the Internal Grounds of Prejudice, 
and which. are laid as the Baſis of all falſe Norions, 
and chimerical Speculations ; and prepare the way for 
the Erroneous Conduct of our moral Practice, v. hich 
is uſualy guided by them. Which I {hall more diſtinct! 
Conſider, under theſe following Heads; to which all 
that Variety of Prejudice that Reigns in the World may 
be reduc'd, as it ariſes from one, or more cf thcle 
Cauſes. Namely from, 

1. Educetien and Cuſtem, 2 Ignorance and Afeta- 
tion. 3. Converſation and Company, 4. Authority and 
Example. 5. Intereſt and Party. 6, A Vicious and 


Debauch'd Life." Re 
1. As to thoſe Prejudices that are.deriv'd from Educa- 


tion and Cuſtom The Firſt Impretſions that are made 


upon the Mind in the render State of Iufancy, ſtrike fo 


ſtrongly upon it, and fink ſo deeply into ir, that nothing 


can, withour much Force ard Violence, eraſe thole 
durable Characters. Let rhoſe Senſitive Rudiments be 
never ſo wrong and abſurd, they will, if not timely 
Corrected, carry a commanding . Influence over all the 
Opinions and. Conduct of our future Life; give a 
Taintꝰ to every Thought ard Action, and wake em 
either ſtand at prov'd, cr condemn'd, as they. fall in with, 
or impugn the ſe elementary Draughts of our Knowledge: 
Which are often, tho falſly appeal d to by ſenſua] Men, 
as the great Teſt of Reaſon, the Standard of Truth 


and Falſhood, as the li veh Oraclzs of GOD ard N- 5 
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ſer up in our Breaſts, for the laſt and infallible Deter- 
mination of all doubtful Controverſies. This many 
Epicures look upon as the immutable Rule of their Faith 
and Aſſent, and will Credit nothing elſe, though recons 
mended with the higheſt Evidence of Revelation. 
Reaſon here loſes its Force, and argument Recoils 
without Entrance. For when theſe Original Prejudices, 
begun by the Senſes, and improv'd . by villanous In- 
ſtruction, have crept into the unguarded Underſtanding, 
by long Familiarity they contract a Friendſhip with it, 
till at laſt they cleave to, and are almoſt inſeparably 
Ihus, when a Man has through a 


to any Opinion, and it is become Habitual to him, it 
aſſes into a Second Nature, which as twere extinguiſhes 


| the Firſt, by Superinducing a fort of Neceffity of Acting 
according to irs Motions, For though the Underſtand- 


ing may be ſometimes Reluctant. yer when the Will is 


* ſo preper d by Cuſtom, as to become inflexible, the other 
Faculties of the Soul are refign'd ro an undiſputed and 
implicit Obedience. 


Thus Men live and believe as 


they are taught, and owe their Religion to the Tenets 


imbib'd in their early Years, and to the different Way 


and Faſhien of their Country. They grow like Plants 
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Lues. though never ſo Groſs and Impious 
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Were at firit Soruſh in Embracing them. 
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ds they are ſer, partake of the Soil they riſe out of, and 
bring forth Fruit according to their Radical Moiſture, 
and ſcarce ever wear out the Principles they were firſt 
© ſeaton'd with, Certainly there cannot be a greater 
Proof of rhe inſuperable Dominion, as well as ſtrange 
Abſurdity of theſe Infant - Prejudices, than that irrefra. 
gable and blind Zeal, wherewirh Men of all different 
Perſwaſions, and Religions in the World, as inconſiſtent 
with eachother, as GOD is with Falthcod, Tenacioufl 
* adhere to the moſt irreconcileable Contradictions; and 
Jet every one thinking himſelf in the Right, and his 
Adrerſary in the Wrong; asif there was no ſuch Thing 
s Real Truth, or Reaſon in Nature. 
Rooted is the Prejudice of Education, ſo Deſpatick ard 
Unqueſtionable the Authority of Cuſtom, il 


So deeply 


that it mall 


compel Men to ſwallow Traditional Nonſence and 
- 3 aud make 
em after wards as Impudent in defending them, as they 
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2. As 


. 2. As Prejudice is the Efec. of Education and Cuſtom, 
fo is it allo of Ignorance and AﬀeRation. The various 
Conditions and Stages of Men's Lives, joyn'd with the 
Obliquiry of their Will, and want of a ſolid Regard to 
their rrue Intereſt and eternal Welfare, betray them 
into Ignorance ; from whence, according to their parti- 
cular Circumſtances, Peculiar Prejudices flow. And a 
Ridiculous Affectation of an imaginary Fame, leads 
Orhers into a Petulant and Hererical Singularity ; which, 
as tis the Socrce of unaccountable Prejudices, ſo thoſe 
Prejudices produce as Wild and Incomprehenſible 
Errors. | 

Thoſe whom Providence has plac'd in a lower Sphere 
in the World, whoſe chief Solicitude is to provide for 
the hard Exigencies of a miſerable Life, mutt have their 
Minds as humble and narrow as their Fortunes; and 
owe the little Improvement of both to the Condeſcenſi- 
on of their Superiors, and conſequently think and act as 


they are directed at Second-hand. 


Others, that are engag'd in a Tumult and Hurry of 
Buſineſs, ſcarce give themſelves Leiſure to retire into 
their Thoughts; to ſtate their inward Accounts, ſettle 
the one Thing neceſſary, and ſound the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of their Principles. Their Minds are ſo full with 
the ſubſtantial and engaging Concerns of this Life, that 
they tink little Room for thoſe of the next. If their 
Affairs increaſe here, they trouble not themſelves with 
the Expectations of hereafter, Wealth, Honor, and 
Eftares are their Aim; they deſpiſe Contemplation and 
Knowledge, as Pe:i/antry and Amuſement, fir only for 
the Converſation of Scholars, and the idle Speculation 
of Bookiith and Melancholy Men. Money ts not to be 
got by Hlegiſm, and an Argament is worth nothing 
that will not ſerve to promote Trade. If theſe Men 
have any Opinions, they muſt take them upon Truſt, 
without examining their Credentials, and conſequently 

Live and Dve in one continued Circle of Prejudice and 
Miſtake. 

Others, who enjoy all the noble Advantages of a 
learned Education, and want neither Time, Friends, nor 
Abilities, to furniſh 'em our for a ſtrict and impartial 
Search after Truth, are either carry'd off by Diverſion, 
or Plealure; or induitriouſly avoid ſuch a Diſagree«s!: 
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Scrutiny, as would ler em into a true Knowledge of 


my lem with a juſt Shame and Remotſe, 
ro Cs View of rhe Folly and Iniquity of their 
the rs G * - and the extravagant Waſte and Abuſe of thoſe 
2 _ Ave Gifts and Endowments, GOD and Nature 
_ * em with, for the Service and Honor, the 
1. D fence and Ornament of- their Country and Religion. 
ll — great Pity is it, that theſe Men will form no other 
ads dements, bur ſuch as are ſuitable to their Libertine 
ich, . of Life, which makes em ſeek after Arguments 
1 Defend, inſtead of Correcting it! They are contented 
ible RM pa: ith a lazy and ſupine Ignorance, to know and believe 
2 uſt what is in Faſhion, and to Subſcribe the Articles of 

re BY ocher's Faith with an Implicit Conſent. 
Gor On the other Hand, even Learning it ſelf, if not Re- 
_ ulared by Piery, Humility, and the true Fear of GOD, 
_ — not be without its Prefudices and Errors, into 
enf1- ® which ſome Vain-glorious Men, thirſty of a Name, are 
RA unfortunately Miſled, to its great Diſhcnour. Hence 
| ſome, that are wholly Govern'd by Singularity and 
7 of iN Novelty, affect what is 4bnormous and Surprizing, they 
* 75 1 endeavour to think our of the Way, and to ſhew their 
ertle þ Wit in maintaining Paradoxes, ſcorn to go in the Com- 
Cer- non Road and Beaten Track with the rſt of Mankind. 
with 1 Theſe Patrons of Conjetture and Fiypothefis, are ſo ena- 
rat mour'd with their own new. fangl'd Conceprions, that 
thelr 7 they will renounce their Religion, if it does not ſquare 
with with their Opinions, and ſooner quit the G Hel than 
and their '5yſtems, They will impiouſly dare to preicribe 
and j Rules ro Providence, and conſtrain G O D to Work in 
* ® their own Ways and Methods; ard preſumpruouſly ſer 
wap 4 Bcunds to the infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Al- 
ro be mighty, and ſay, Hitherto ſhalt thou gc, and no further. 
mn f Tho they are never ſo fully Confuted, they will never 
Men i be Convinc'd ; they are wedded to their empty Curio - 
ruſt, ty, embrace a treacherous Fallacy, and hold faſt a 
ently Ws deſtructive Lye. . What a vaſt Diſcredit and Miſchief 
e and bis has brought upon Learning and Religion, and how 
'c , wuch ir has tended to undermine and ſubvert che Truth 
of a and Authority of the Holy Scriptures, by ſolving the 
1s, nor Wl great Miracle of the Divine Creation by the Novel 
arrial 7 Sh-me;, and Senſeleſs Theories, of Humare Invention, 
rr, 1 and Phi laſopl.; fails jo calld : and by Imriouſlv Fathom- 
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les. > Whereas we ought to judge quite contrary, and 
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ing the profound, and K ot Doctrines of Chrif;,. 
anity, by the ſhore Line of thallow Reaſon. N 
3. Another Cauſe of Prejudice is Converſation and 
Company. Tis almoſt impoſſible for Imnocence to Breath 
Untainted in an Infectious Air, or to preſerve ir (ej; Mt 
Chaſt and Undefil'd amidſt the Inſinuations, and Wiles 


of ſubtle and defigning Men; who by Miſ-repreſen;, WF do q 
ing Truth and Religion, under an odious and ridiculous FF Vvene 
Dreſs, by ſcouring and ſcoffing Vertue out of Counte. þ ® cont 


nance, by impudent Harangues and Panegyricks upgy | 
Lewaneſs and Prefanieſs, ſer off and recommended jth 
the falſe Embelliſhments of Mit and Rbetorich, Addreſ, 
and Complaiſance, pretended Counſel and Friendſhip, by 1 
inſtill all looſe and curſed Tenets into unſtable and un. 
weary Minds; and inject the Principles of Fanatiſn, 
Deiſin, ard Atheiſm, and ſow the Seeds of Damnation, * 
in a corrupt and perverted Judgment. «5% 
4. The Fourth Cauſe of Prejudice, namely Authority 
and Krample. Theſe are as twere Palpable Arguments 
which Appeal to the Senſes, they come vouch'd with 
perſonal and viſible Evidence, convince by Matter f 
Fact, and ſeem not to leave the Judgment in the Suſ. .* 
pence of Election. No Wonder therefore, that the © 
Underſtanding ſhould Credit the Eye- ſight, and not 
Diſtruft the Reports of Senſe. So Powerful is the 
Cheat and Prejudice of Authority, it can ſcarce leave 
Room for Specularion, but Ratifies and Illuſtrates tlie 
Sophiſtry of its Rules, by the Examples it alledges f 
their Practice. But how ridiculous and inverted a 
way of Reaſoning is this, ro prove the Truth and 
Morality of any Man's Ad ions, by his Pretended Princi- 


prove the Truth and Morality of his real Principles, by 

his apparent and expreſs Actions. Yer however abſurd | 
and irrational this Maxim is, it has Miſ-led more Men fe. 
into Guilt, Error, and Prejudice, than any Fallacy 7 with | 


| 7 Intere 


beſides, that puts upon our Judgment. How few are Party, 
there in the World that know how ro Diſtinguſh be- 2 all 
_ twixr Men's Honeſty: and their Chara&ers:2 Nor he b err ( 
Pulgar only are miſtaken, with ourfide Fomp ©! "3 r 
Figure, with the Appearances of Wealth and Grand — 


which like faiſe Beauties, glitter at a Diſtance: 
even thoſe of more conſiderable Capacities, th: 


an ovgr-ecndid Judgment, or a Latitddinarian Charity, 
think it impoſſible, for Men of Parts and 3 of 


tia. ib 


ang = 


cat, il eſtabliſh'd Fame, Eminency and Power, to Apaſtati e 
: lol gsm Truth, or.eſpoule any falſe Opinions, or Doctrines. 
vie; AS They think it as much want of Senſe, as Good Breeding, 


ro queſtion their Authority, which ſtands confirm'd by the 


— XZ venerable Seal of Dignity and Antiquity, and has been 
inte. 5 continu d down to them as an undiſputed Title, which 


_ they have held Poſſeſſion of through Age and Tradition. 
«ith Thus Men deceive themſelves with Inſtances inſtead of 
tre XZ Renſons, rake their Creed by Proxy, as tis dictated by 
ſhi ' $2 their wiſtaken Parents, Magiſterial Tutors, or Eccleſi- 
| N bs aſtick Directors; and ſtake their Faith upon the ſuppos d 
Probity and Capacity, the Number and Integrity of 


. their Leaders and Authors. As if Truth was to carry 


, i by the Poll, and Religion was to be decided by the 
„i ö wajoriry of Voices. To, be born down the Stream, 
nens ll and blindly follow the Preſcriptions of others, is almoſt 
with che inevitable Road ro doing Ill. For the Multitude 
er of are generally dccety d, and there's ſuch an univerſal 
Ful. wal Corruption in Morality, and Men's Vices lie fo inter- 
ne mixt with their Virtues, and ſo hardly to be diſtin- 
1 = guiſh d, that Precedents are ſcarce ever to be truſted, 
the unleſs in caſes of demonſtrative Virtue and Equity, 
eave and ſometimes in matters of Inditierence, Decency, or 

e Faſnion. HBeſides, there was ſcarce ever any Opinion 
«« of broach d in the World, though proceeding from never 
d 2 ſo craz'd a Brain, but has found ſome Men, either 
ang Fools, or Knaves, enough to eſpouſe it. Markind walk 
-1ci. nl like Beaſts in a Track, no Error ever wanted irs Profeſ- 
2d for, no Profeſſor his Diſciples ; for one bad Example 
„ by "8 ſhall have ren Thouſand more ſordid Imitators, than a 
ard al Hundred good Ones: Eſpecially if ic falls in with their 


f 
Men Trereft and Party, which carry an over-cearimg Prejudice 
lacy i with ir, When once Men have liſted themſelves into 2 

Party, they never conſider rhe Merit of the Cauſe, bur 


are a 8 8 
5 be- © all Adventures follow their Ring- leaders; Stick to 
t che their Colours, and obey the Word of Command, let 5: 


be to the Right or Left, The management of Partie 
being like that of making War, wherein thete :s 41. 
ways a falſe Reaſon given out, to juſtify rhe Proceeding, 3 
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"the true Cauſe and N State ſuppreſs d and 
erald. The treacheroug Hook muſt be cover'd 
. 2 ſpecious Bair, and the deadly Pill muſt be arti. 
Mizfly Gilt, before they can be fwallow'd,, er do 
Execution. Hence theſe skilſaſ Incendiaries in Govern- 
ment, to make their un Straumgems and Revolu- 
tions paſs upon Mankind, have amus d them with the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and the true Worſhip of God, the 
defence of hit Saints, and the extirpation of his Enemies, 
the vindication of Liberty and Property, the aboliſhment 
of Hereſy, Superſtition and Epiſcopy, the publick Good and 
ſalvation of Souls, which are the glittering Pretences, 
and godly Trepans, with which crafty Politicians, and 
defigning K na ves, cajole and delude the credulous 
World, and ſanctify the moſt abominable and execrable 
Villaries. Whereas, God knows! There's nothing 
meant by all this Holy Fargon, and Scriptural Sham, bur 
to caſt a Miſt upon Men's Brains, to lead them blind- 
fold into the Devil's Snare, to prevent their Repentance, 
and ro damn them with more Security. To play upon 
their Faith with all the Phariſaical Artiſice and Leger- 
demiam of Wors, and to Diſguiſe and Conſecrate 
Avarice and Oppreſſhon, Ambition and Injuſtice, Murder 
and Rebellion, and even Regicide and Sarriledge, under 
the venerable and facred Name of Conſcience. This is 
che diſtinguiſning Diale# and Sbibboleth of Faction and 
Sedition ; and truly tis an amazing Conſideration, 
what ſtrange Power and Influence this Enthuliaſtick 
Cant Has had in all the Cie Mars and Diſturbances of 
Europe, and particularly in our own Kingdom ; wherein, 
Hike a kind of Wuchcraft, it animated a Body of Peo- 
ple into a Religious Phrenzy, to act the moſt aftoniſh- 
ing Impieties: For God's Sake to pull down his Church, 
murder his Anointed, and to lay a whole Nation in 
Biood and Ruin. And ſuch is the malignant Virulence, 


1 


ad implacable Rancor of Phanaticiſm, which is no- 
thing elle, bur a moſt full and comprehenſive Combina- 
ton of all wayward and diabolical Prejudices in one, 
t lat we can never be ſecure from irs reſtleſs and embroil- 
1g Defgns : If the fruitful Monſter is lopt in one Part, 
2: ſprouts up in another; and like the evil Spirit, 
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(19) | | 
which poſſeſſes it, ca appens in all different Forms, to 
act irs Habbos, upon Mankind. For if we were to con- 
fider its Progrels, in all that Series of Rebelliont, from 
its odious, and never. to- be- forgotten Æra of tranſcen- 
dent Villagy, in the Year Forty One, we ſhall find the 
fame Feſuitical Principles, like a Plotter in Maſquerade, 
only changing the Name, buw carrying on the ſame 
Machinations and wicked Practices in Church and State, 
to the ſubverſion of our Conſtitution in both, down to 
this preſent Day. An Argumentione wou'd have wiſh'd 
had * thought ſufficient, to have induc'd our Wiſe 
pat atk to put them both out of the power of 
ſuch double - dealing practical Atheiſts, whoſe Gain is 
their Godlineſs, whioſe Profit is their Religion, and 
whoſe Intereſt is bork rheir God and Conſcience! Who 
can Berray, and Sell their Saviour for Money; and 
make the bleſſed Body and Blood of bis Sacrament, the 
Seal and Sanctuarj of the worſt of Iniquity! Men that 
have the Confidence to own the ſtared Principle of 
their Communion, and open and ayow'd Hypocriſy ! 
Principle that ought to qualify irs Profeſſors for = 
oa], inſtead of a Church; bring them to the Scaffold. 
inſtead of the Altar; or advance then ro Haman's 


Puniſhments, inſtead of his Preferments | It is, to ſay 


no more of ir, ſuch a prodigious Act of the . moſt 
audacious Villany, that it ſeems an equal Wonder, 
that ever that, againſt which our Saviour denounc'd ſo 
many Woes, fttould want an Humane Law to reſtrain 
it, and that we ſhould be the only Chriſtian Narion in 
the World without it: or, that the Church and 
Kingdom ſhould be deny'd that Law, which can be 
the alone Support and Defence againſt the Ruin and 
Subverſion of both, from theſe their (worn, and ſor 
ever itreconcilable Enemies. But if theſe pious Hypo- 
ctites muſt not meet with their Recompence in this 
World, they may reſt aſſur d, they will nor fail of ir 
in the next; where they will find, to their eternal 
Sorrow, without a long, habitual and ſevere Repentance 
here, that God is not to be mock'd, that what they have 
Sown in Diſſimulation, hey ſhall Reap in Sad Earneſt F 
= a an 
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and that what is begun in ſeeming Devotion here, will 
end in real Damnation there. | 8 5 
But what is there that the Infatuation of Prejudice, 
Intereſt, and Party, will not perſu ade Men'to do ? If 
*ir can prevail even upon thoſe, who pretend to ſupport 
our Church and Government, in ſpight of their Oaths 
and Obligations, to bekray them; and partially to give 
up bath in favour of thoſe Men, who have. plotted 
their Deſtruction ever ſince they began firſt to rend ir 
with their unnatural Schiſm; who deny and confound 
our Holy Orders, renounce our Sacraments, deſy our 
Diſcipline, ridicule our Articles, ſcofi at our Prieſts; 
and was their Power equa] to their Malice, would 
down with em all even to the Ground, and Annikilate 
the very Name and Being cf our Church! And are 
theſe then the Perſons to bc careſs'd > Are theſe the 
Moles in Sheep's Cloathirg, that are to be Invited and 
Cempiemented, even by our Superior Paſtors, into 
Chris Fold, to Worry and Devour it? Theſe are 
ſtrange Politicks! And whether they Savour not of 
the refin d Spirit of Rome, or Geneva, let any Man 
Judge; when they wiſely teach us, to court our moſt 
nveterate Foes, and to abuſe and ſacrifice our beſt and 
m: | faithful Friends! To carry on the bleſſed Work 
of Oceaficnnt Conformity, to Prevaricate and Halt be- 
„lat the Church and Conventicle ; and be aſham'd, oi 
afraid to oπun our true Principles! upon what bottom 
mult the Church ſtand, when theſe are the Conditions 
ad Terms of our Communion ! Will nothing bar 
Impotſibilities ſatisfy their unreaſonable Demands ; to 
recenenc Lig and Darkneſs, Unity Order and An:rchy, 
and firike vp'a League bętwixt Chriſt and Belial. 

Ang yet this is thou ght ſufliciently Palliated with a 
lite popülar Cont of Moderaticn and Comprehenſion, 
* Coriſlian Peace ud Union, no Perſecution of tende. 
Ces ferences, and the mighty Fears of POPERY, ai 

other ſuch ©bafe and falſe Inſinuations againſt the 
Ctrl RCH OF EN (3 LAND » ON if her Doctrines 

were to high-firain'd, and ought ro have their Rigeu: 
and Severity Temper'd ard Qualif\ 'd'; or, as if they 
tetided to bring in char mee than the FEuypt ian Mon {ic 
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of Tdotarfy and Superſtition ! By the falſe Pretenets of 
Moteration theſe defigning Men ſerve themſelves in a 
two-fold Way, both upon the Church to amule and 
caſt it into a dead Sleep, and then like Dalilab, to let 
in the Philiſtines upon Sampſon, by widening a Breach 
in her Conſtitution, firſt ro-Weaken, and then to Over» 
throw it: And on the D:/Jenters, to Sooth and Encou- 
rage them in their Sins, by mitigating their's and the 
Church's Differences ; nay (which is more Aſtoniſhing ): 
even by juſtifying their damnable Schiſm. What have 
ſuch Men to do with Peace and Chriſtian Union? We. 
may learn this even from a Fegabel, That Zimri ſhon'd 
have no Peace who flew his Maſter; and that we: 
ought to ſuffer for our Folly, if we are ſo Weak, as to 
truſt thoſe who never fail'd of betraying us when they 
were rruſted, Comprehenſion is ſo Nonſenſical and Wicked 
a Scheme of Religion, and will produce ſuch a: 
deſtructive Latitude in it, that inſtead of bringing the 
Diſſenters in to the Church, it will carry the Church in 
to the Oi ſſenteri, into which it is utterly Impotſible they 
ever ſhouid come upon their own Principles, And as for. 
Perſecution of Tender-Conſciences, if the Church's al- 
ſer eng her own legal Rights and Privileges mult ve 
eali'd io, 'T'apreal ro the Hiitories of our Kingdom, 
and even thoſe written by their own Party, Whether 
ever they gave the Church the lezſt Favour, or Quar- 
ter, when they had ner under their Power. Or, .wite- 
ther rhe: barbarous and bloody Ulage of the poor 
Epiſcopal Church in Scotland, may be call'd a Peſecation, 
or a treating it with Tenderneſs f Conſcience 5 and, 
whether that does not give us a fair Warning, that this 
is only 4 Madel of the Reformation we mult expect 
from them here, As for the Cry of Popery, it-has 
been always che Trumper to all the Sedition and Re— 
bellion, that ever infeſted this Nation: I: is che Party- 


Word, to Exaſperate and Frighren the Rabhle wich 
Groundleſs Jealouſies and Fears, againſt char Eſtabuſhid 


Church, which is the only Bulwark, under GOD and 
Provideree, againſt Popery in the World. Vet ſuch is 
the into vicating Influence of. Hadi ien an; Prejudice, u 
Mall make Men believe Contradidtions; or, which K, 
7 1 ways 


worſe, contradict and act againſt their Belief! I; 
ſhall make em the moſt flaviſh and abandon'd Vaſſals 
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ro their Intereſt and Party, ro preſerve and promote 
which, they ſhell Root out the very Foundations and 
Principles of Truth and Honeſty from their Natures, 
Cancel the Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, ſtand indif- 
erent to do any thing, ſay any thing, and in a word, to 
be any thing, but what they ſffou'd be. Now as 
theſe Prejudices argue a very baſe and diſhoneſt Mind, 
ſo they muſt very often Reſult, from a Corruption of 
Manners, and a Prefligate Life. A Man may, without 
doubt, by many long and habitual Acts of Sin, as 
much debauch his Soul, as his Body; bring as fatal a 
Diftemper on the one, as the other; and as much im- 
pair his judgment, as weaken his Conſtitution. For 
all Vice does naturally Obſcure and Pervert the Under- 
ſtanding, which is willing to comply with ſuch Princi- 
ples as will juſtifie it's Actions. And when once Luſt 
has conquer d the Conſcience, and it lies Stupify'd and 
round in Senfyality, rhe inward Man grows Cal- 
lows, harden'd againſt Remorſe, Proof againſt Advice, 
or Rebuke, and deſerted by the good Spirit of God, 
and given tp to rhe Bondage af his own Paſſions, and 


the Dominion of the Deyil. This is that wretched and 


deplorable State of Mind which the Holy Ghoſt ſets 
our by thoſe ſtrong and fearful Metaphors, of a braw- 
ny Heart, as an Adamant harder than Flint, ,a Con- 
{cience ſeat d with a red hot Iron,votg aSxiworga Repro- 
bare mind, and e&jyyue rad, the efficacious Power 
of Error, That Men ſhould believe a lye, and rejoyce in 
Iniquity, having the underſtanding darken'd, being alie- 
nated from the Life of God, through the Ignorance that 
it in them, | becauſe of the Blindneſs, or Hardneſs of 
their Hearts, are paſt feeling, having giving th:mſelves 


aver to Laſciviouſneſs, fo work al CUncleanne 1 with Gree- *© 


dineſs. Epheſ. 4. 18, &c. Thus Vice may deſtroy the 
Man long before his Death, Bury his Underſtanding 
before his Body, eclipſe his Reafon, and draw as it 
were an Egyptian Midnight upon his Soul. And 
when once the Underſtanding is thus Suborn'd by the 
Will, no wonder that it becomes the _ 44 irs 
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Didtates and Commands. Men may well be fuppos' 4 
to think according to their ſertPd Practice, and their 
Lives and Principles to hold a Correſpondence. 
Having trac'd our Prejudices up to their moſt conſi- 


derable Cauſes, and ſhewn how they derive their Ori- 
ginal from the depravation of our corrupred Nature, 


and are woven into the very Body of our Conſtitution; 


that they Spring from the Diſorder of the Imagination, 
and the Irregular Motion of our Paſſions; that they 


are made up of Pride, Ambition, and Self-conceir ; 
Envy, Hatred, and Jealouſy, Raſhneſs, Turbulency, 


Choler ; Spleen, Moroſeneſs, and Enthuſiaſm ; Re- 


venge, Lult, and ill Nature, imprinted upon the mind 
by a v:rong Education and Cuſtom ; Grounded on Ig- 
norance, ffectation, and Singularity ; improv'd by 
the tempting Incentives of ill Converſation ; juſtify d 
by Authority and Example; Propagated by Intereſt and 
Patty, and Eſtabliſh'd by Immorality and Debauchery. 
Such a Malignant Compoſicion of the molt Venemous 


Ingredients, as are enough toRaiſe a Plague among Man- 


kind ; and were not God itifinicely N ierciful, unpeople the 
World! Wherein it bears fo abſolute a Sway, that it 
ſeems to be the General 'Informing Principle which 
AQuartes, Enlivens and Inclines all our Paiſions, Appe- 
tites, Deliberations, and Actions. 
This, T preſume, .I have in ſome meaſure prov'd: 


But will crave your Lordſhip's Leave to illuſtrate it a 


little further from the laſt Conſideration . Namely, the 
Miſchief that Prejudice produces, | 

1. Firſt, in the Conduct of Humane Life and Con- 
verſation. | | | 

2. Secondly, in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 

3- Thirdly, in the Corruption of Religion, 

1. As to the ill Conſequences it has upon the Conduct 
of Humane Liſe and Converſation : Which will ap- 
pear a double Way, both with regard to our ſelves 
and others, in that it hinders a Man from ever arriving 
ar a juſt Knowledge of Either ; and therefore, as he 
can never be ſufficiently Humbl'd for his own Infirmi- 
ries, ſo on the other Hand, he can never have a Hun 
Value, or Eſteem, for — — of ws Ne gone 

4 


PE 3 
For when we ate | Shines with odd fantaſtical No- 
tions, we put à Cheat upon our ſelves, and impoſe a 
Lye upon our own Underſtandings; ard induſtriouſty 
avoiding to examine and look into our inward Circum- 
Rances, hide our Weakneſſes, as much from our own 
View, as others Diſcovery, Hence we grow Wiſe it, 
our own Conceits, and become Poſitive, Peeviſh, and 
Aſſuming; Uneaſy, nor only to our ſelves, but to all 
thoſe we Converſe with: For, having extinguiſh'd the 
Light of our own Reaſor, we endeavour to put cut 
the Eyes of our Brethren, and Saucily obtrude our 
Dogmatical Thoughts upon every Body; as if we had 
"the Commiſſion to Broach New Schemes of Philoſo- 
phy, and the Prerogative of Preſcribing Faith to the 
World. This is {o wretchedly Forlorn a Condition, 
that ir renders us incapable of ever Reforming gui Er- 
rars; for we exfect the ſame Baſe Flattery from 
Mankind. that we give to our Selves; and Pride ſo 
 Hardens us againſt all wholſome Advice, that we ſcorn 
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1 50 to Receive ir from our Friends, much leſs will we 
* Con deſcend to Learn any thing from our Enemies; aud 
* we had rather with 4hab, Loſe our very Lives, than 
5 Liften tro a Micai ab, Prophecying Evil concerning in: M2 
ts Thus as Prejudice Cramps. and e the Mind, an} 
& and renders us Short-ſighted, and Ignorant of our ſo1 
"MN ' ſelves, ſo does ir no leſs Obſtruct us, in forming «of 
1 a Juſt Sence, and Eſteem of other Mens Intrinſick Gr; 
. Worth and Characters. 3 4 to 
os For, let any one have an Averſion to his Neighbour, tho! gel 
fi ne ver fo Grcundleſs and Trifling, how will this Eclipſe | and 
115 his Merit; and Prevent his Ireating him, nor only 6 tue 
EN with Candour, but even with common Decency and * anc 
A Humanity! How difficultly will he be brought to allow 13 
5 any Perfection in him; and ſhou'd he g fterwards have Cu 
i f the happineſs of a nearer Acceſs and Acquaintance to ons 
1% ſhew bim rhe Frior. and Folly of his Prejudice, ht w AA 
k hardly wii] he be conftrain'd to Forget and Wear it off: Un 
5 Aud {as there's nothing ſo Aukward and Contemp— Poy 
- ble, as Pride reduc'd to Shame) with whar haughty Ma 
fler _ Confutfion wiil he be compell'd to Confeis ir, tho he is h. 
15 drwardiy Fever {9 much convinc'd of his Miſtake : me; 
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On rhe contrary, let a Man be but prepoſſeſsd in Fav: u- 
of 2 ſtands Beit, and Retaiu d. 
having his Perſon in Admiration becauſe of Advantage, 
He views every thing Magnify'd in his Reputation, 
and like a Fond Lover, will Adore even Deformity ; 
Injuring his very Piend with a fulſome Accommoda- 
tlon of thoſe Virtues he has Nor, and ſo awaken ng 
the Malice and Jealouſy of his Enemies ro Pry into, 
and diſcover the real Faults he has; which he is for- 
ced not only to bluſh for, bur even to Juſtify, and to 
proſtitute his own Credit in Vindication of another's. 
It may furcher be obſery'd, that according as any Man 
is Engag'd in a Party or Profeflion, or lies under ſuch 
particular Circumſtances in his Life and Character, he 
ſhall be more or leſs Obnoxious to the Inſuirs of his 
Adverſaries, or EnrtitP'd ro the Partial Favour of his 
Friends. What is it elſe that Suppreſſes Learning and 
Virtue, and raiſes ſome Men unaccountably to Dig- 
nities and Preferments, and draws em up like Fortu- 
nate Fxhalarions, to Blaze in the Firmament of the 
Church and State, and oftentimes pretend the Diſtur- 
bance and Downfall of both? Such is the Spighr, and 
Malice of Men of different Imployments, that when 
any one is by Fortune or Providence caſt upon a Pro- 
ſeſſion, he muſt not expect a fair Treatment from thoſe 
of another, eſpecially it attended with Honont and 
Grandeur. Ard whoever in the ſame Profeſſion ariſes 
to a diſtinguiſhing Excellence, muſt permit all thoſe 
Below him to viev, him with Regrer, and an Evil Eyc, 
and to Envy and Calumniare thoſe tranſcendent Vir- 
rues they cannot reach; lich ſeem as much to leſſen 
and reproach them, as they exalt his due Praiſe and 
Glory, And ſuch is the Misfortune, and diſcoutagir g 
Curſe of True Merit, that tho' it be nevet ſo conſpicu- 
ous and ſhining, if it wants the Recommendation and 
Acdiſtance of a Party, it may for ever lie Neglected. 
Unrewarded, and Bury'd in a Modeſt and Humble 
Poverty, I ſhall mention but One more Inſtance of the 
Malignity of Prejudice, which 'tis not eaſie to judge, 
whether it proceeds from the moſt ridiculous Folly, or 
moſt daring Wickedneſs, as being in one firgle Act 

| A 
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a Breach of all the Laws of God, Nature, and Na- 


tions, I mean thaſe Impious, as well as nuüſtaken No- 


tions Gentlemen maintain of Honour in Duelling, 
whereby they Supercede all the Authority of Govern. 


ment, as if that was not a ſufficient Guard for Right 


and Reputation, wreſt rhe Sword of Jultice- into their 
own Hands, Uſurping the Vengeance due only rotha: 


of God, Palliating Murder under the Prerence of Bta- 


very, and Cool-Bloadihed under Equity and Satisſa 
ction. | | 

2, The Ill Effects of Prejudice-are no leſs Pernicion; 
in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. For here ir con- 
fonnds Righr and Wrong, Annuls Property, Sets Fraud 
and Opppreſſion, Extortion and Violence above Inno- 


cence and Honeſty ; Makes a Court of Judicature, aa 
Ahlum of Villany ; the Tribunal, the Peſt of the King. 
dom; and the very Law, that was made for the Re. 


dreſs of Injuries, it ſelf the moſt inſupportable Injury. 
When GOD, who is the Sovereign Law-giver and Judge 
of the World, Vouchſafes to give us an Idea of his Im- 
maculate juſtice, tis by the Deſcription of his Imparti- 


ality, that he is no Reſpefier of Perſons. And, in the firſt 


Court of Judicature that he Erected amongſt Men, he 
Enacted it as the Supream Law, and as the Prime Rule, 
by which all Humane Laws are to be Executed, I 


Charge you Judges, Hear the Cauſes between your Bre. 
abren, and Fudge Righteouſly between every Man and bu \ 


Brother, and the Stranger that x with him, Te ſhall not 
ReſpeR Perſons in Judgment, but ye ſhall bear the Smal, 


, well s the Great; ye ſhill not be efraid of the Face of * 


Man, for the Fudgmeot is God's, Thou ſhalt not wreſt 
Judgment, neither take a Gift, for a Gift does Blind ile 
Eyes of the Wiſe, and Pervert the Wards of the Righteous, 


Deut. 1. 17. c. 16. v. 19, Which Injunctions we find 
Ratify d by the Apoſtle in as expreſs Language, In 
have Reſpect to Perfons, you commit Sin, and are Con- 


vine d of the Law a Trenſpreſſors Jam. 2. 9. 


But to detain your Lordſhip no longer, I only in- 
treat your Patience, to e the moſt dangerous Con- 
ſequence of Prejudice in, Religion. And truly here tbe 
Malady ſeems ſo Ipyercrate, that the Patient gives him- 
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foyer, and Nauſeates and Deſpiſes both his Reme- 
dy and Phyſician. hen Men have Rais d tor theme _ 
ſelves, New and Anomalous Plans of ligion, Suitable 
to their Inclinations, and agreeable to tho Lives, they 
will Weit the No, d ot God to Detend their own Irv a- 
tions, rather than Relinquila em. And tis ver, „enge, 
conſidering the Plainneſs and Perfpicuity c: ir- Hos 
Scriptures, that there were never ſince he Fuangancn 
of Chriſtianity, any Falſe Doctrines, He ej1es or Sci. /- 
Broach'd or Propagared in the World, tho never 


= 


travagant, ſnocking, and iuconſiſtent wich c 


* 
but have equaily laid their Claim to the {pics a 
tings for their Juſtification ; and ice um the Cope, as 
the Univerfil Standard of their Truth ad Au any, 
This was the Fraudulent Stratagem of the Gand baun 


der, and Father of all Falthood, the Devil, who haugut 
himſe if ſecure of betraying the Very Sor of Gro with its 
Delution ; and by which the Sociniens, who 077 10 
perfectly aftet their Maſter, endeavour to Diſprove ms 
Divinity. And what Abſurdity can be over fo. Nom 
ſenſical, and Flagitious, that Man's Prcſudlce cannot 
enable em to ſwallow ; wheu through thefe, they tna! 
dare to Counterfeit GOD's Coaunidion, to Blaiphene 
his Holy Inſpirations, ro Impeach the Divine I oracity.of 
ContradiQtion, to Arraign the God of T, 4th for Falſhned, 
and to bring Ommniſcience to Seal to the Forgery of 4 
Lye? For what elſe can all that Multitude of. Opinions, 
that Diſtinguiſhes the ſeveral Claſſes, Sets, Diviſions, aud 
Sub- Diviſions of pretended Chriſtians and Churche in the 
World be call'd 2 Whieh are drawn like ſo many Lines 
from a Center, all Uniting in the ſame Point, yet Se- 
parated and Widening from each Orher. Some pla- 
cing Religion in Speculation and Myſtical Viſion, Others 
in meer external Pomp, and Profetiion, and not a Few 
in a bold, conceited, ignorant Confidence and Preſum- 
prion. One exalting Morality above the Goſpel, another 
intirely Excluding it. This Repreſenting Chriſtianity, 
as a Commodious and Gentee! Inſtitntion, and comply- 
ing with oyr Appetites and Plealures ; and another as 
a Sharp, Rigid, and Melancholy Diſcipline, wholly in- 
Fompatible with Human Life. This, by indulging Men 
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in Vice, making them Tiber tines and Atheiſts, That, 
by Setting up an Impracticable Virtue, Quzeti/ts and 
Enthuſiaſts, Here we ſind a People holding Variety of 
Sacraments and Orders, There others utterly denying 
borh. Some pretendlug rhe Pope as a Supream Judge 
of their Faith, another ſetting Tradition and Councils 
above him; and a Third Sorr for reſting in the Sug. 
geſtions of a private Spirit. And all in their Way al- 
fuming a kind of Infallibility ; as if [ruth chang d its 
Form and Appearance according to the Oi ence of 
Men's Humours or C/imates, And truly he that Reads 
their Hiſtorzes and Controverſies, will find ſcarce any 
thing elſe, but a Party- Prejudice running through chem 
all. Thus every Sect has its Particular Prejudice, which 
Governs their Reaſon and Religion; it can make a 
Few Crucify his King and Savicur; a Mahometon, and 
Socinian; Ungod him; a Papiſt devour him; a Luthe- 
ran hold a Vertua! and Real, and yet a Local Preſence 
of Chrijt's Body in the Holy Euchariſt ; a Calviniſt be- 
tieve God from all Erernity, ro Reprovate the whole 
World, bur himſelf and his Brethren ; and an Engliſh 
Fanatich (tlie greateſt Monſter of em all!) in a fordid 
Imitation of him, Rend the Church into Schiſm and 
Diſtraction, and Anemathize Bifhops, ro ſer up Lay- 
Elders and Occaſtenal Conformiſts. Thus Fatally does 
Prejudice Miſlead Men into the moſt Damnable Her 
and Infidelity ; for Errors in udgment will be found to 
Endanger our Salvation, as much as Errers in Practice; 
and *ris ſcarce Poſſible there ſhou!d be one without rhe 
other. And this St. Paul has given us a-livet, Example 
of in himſelf, who with an Erronerus and Prejudicd 
Conſcience, as a ſtrict and malignant ew, might have 
Forfeited the Benefit of his Perfecuted Sn viour's Suffers 
ings had not his Saviour himſeit, by a Mriraculou Mercy 
inrerpos'd for his Converſion. e a 
Nov, what an Infinite and invaluable B do 
ve enjoy; Who, by God's Prepentiiig Grace, are Bap- 
di d, and Educated in a Church, wheſe/Primirive Creed, 
Orthodox Articles, and Charitable Dibiplinie, are the 
moſt eſffcacious means, cither to Anricipate, or 'Fra- 
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in his iirmoſt Wrath, ſhould permit its Enemies to Sub- 
vert, We may juſtly conclude that the great Day of Fi- 
nal Retribution is drawing near; and that Mens Sins 
and Prejudices are Ripe for Divine Judgment, and call 
down Vengeance upon that wicked Earth, in which 
ſearce any True Faith ſhall be found! 
Next to a firm Adheſion to, and unſhaken Perſeve- 
' rance in, the Doctrineof This BEST of CHURCHES, 
which no Seducing Prejudice can pervert ; no Phana- 
tick Enthuſiaſm Corrupt ; no Superſtitious Abominati- 
onsDefile; and whoſe only Stain and Reproach are 
thoſe Double Apoſraces, that Trim and Prevaricate wirh 


Her Communion, which muſt End in Her Diſſolution: 
If any among us, notwithſtanding Her Excellent Rules 


to prevent it, are miſled with Prejudice, as even the 
Beſt of Men may be Obnoxious to it, let us nicely and 
diligently Examin into the Nature, and Grounds of our 


moſt Holy Religion ; Which conſiſte. not fo much in a 


Laborious ſearch of Learning, and an Accurate Skill in 
Diſtinguiſhing the Subtle Sophiftry of Controverſy, as 
in what the Scripture calls a Refignd and Ready Will 
to believe and oben, whereby we ſal! know of the Do- 
Arine, whether it be of God, by an Roneſt Mind, and 
a Pure and Humble He art, holding the Myſtery of Faith 
i: a Good Conſcience | which if we pur away, we ſhall 
certainly ſuffer Shipwrack in the dubious Courſe of our 
Salvation. Let us labour ſo ro Conquer our Paſſions, 
and particularly that great Leven of Pride, that fer- 
mems them, that we may attain to that Habit and 
Pertection the Apoſtle deſcribes, of having our Reaſon 


aud Senſes Eercis'd to diſcern both Good and Evil. Ler 


us Weigh, Meaſure, and compare one Principle with 
Anoner, and never preſume to Sertle any Thing as a 
Principle in aur Minds, but upon the Authority and 
Conviction of Reaſon, and Revelation, the only fure 
| And to make theſe 
our Endeavours Succetsfn!, we muſt have a confſtarr 
Application to the Throne of Grace, for the Divine Ai- 
hitance, to Supply the Defects cf cor Naturc, by the 
Gies and Efffcacigcus Succours of the Bleſſed Spire of 
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dark Veil n and to lead tt into that 
Huch from which no Temptation may ever Seduce, 
er Divert us. 


the National Intereſt and Safety, call for the Aſſiſtance 
of che Magiſtrate, and the Power, and Execution of 
the Law, upon which they are ſuch an Open Viala- 


and down in ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom, as twere 
- againſt the ESTABLISH - Church, and our Roy! . | 


how little they Deſerve; and how Much they will 1 


_ Thus far it lies in every ones Power to Correct, or 
Subdue his own Errors ; this is every Man's particu- 
lar Care, and private Province, to amend what may 
Neſpect his-own Life. Bur thoſe Publick Cauſes of Pre. 
Judice, which affect the Body Politick, and ſtrike at 


tion and Reproach. 
Amongſt which we may Single out, as the moſt No- 
torious, Thoſe Legal Semenaries, that are Planted up 


ſo many Schiſmatical Univerſities, ſet up in Qppoſition 


Fountains cf its Learning, for the Education of Yourh 
in all the Poyſonous Prireiples of Fanaticiſin and Fa- 
Sion; and ro Debauch them with the Corrupred 3 
Maxims of Republicaniſm, which in our Conſtituti- 
on has, and muſt for ever end in Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion. And is it not therefore high time for the Law 
to take Cognizance of ſuch a Growing Miſchief, which 
if ſufferd ro go on with Connivance and Impunity, 
will gradually gather Strength, Riſe into Corporations, 
and Societies of Schiſin, tu Propagare a Generation of WY 
Vipers, that will eat through rhe very Bowels of our 
Church; and Perpetuate their Diſſention ro Poſterity ? ? 
It is roo Notorious, how Libera! the Enemies of our 
Church and State have been, in Contributing to Main— 
tein and Support them; well knowing, that they muſt 
inevitably End in the Ruin of our Monarchical, and | 
poſcape: Government. This is a ſufffci-nt Argumcar, BY 


Abuſe, any . Indulgence that is Crranred Them! But 
Theſe are ſuch ſott of ACADEMICAL CONVEN- 
TICLES, as they never yer had (and We hope in 
GOD never will Have) any TOLERATION for- 
Were it only an Infrirgement upon the Rights and 
Privileges of our Univerfities, Gtanted Comin, Cor 9 
| med, 
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gtmed, and Helivered down to em by tlie Indiſputed 
Authority, and Various Acts of Kings, Queens, and 
Parliaments, it might be a very  Fuſrifiable Cauſe of 
Comęlaint, for the Redreſs of ſuch an Inſupportable 
Grivance. But chis is a I ranſgreſſion of a much high- 
er Nature, tis no leſs than an Tſurpation of the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown (which our Wiſe Senate has de- 
clar d fo Sacred and Inviolable) and which, if not ſpee- 
dily prevented, will in time pluck it from our Prince's 
Head. Upon which it can never Reſt Safe or Secure, 
but as tis _ by the 8 and Doctrines of 

H of ENGLAND, as Diſtinguiſn'd 
from all other Reform'd Churches. 
Doubtleſs our of Theſe Schools and Nurſeries of Re- 
bellion, have Spawr'd that Multirude of Fæctious, Here- 
rodox, Atheiſtical, Lewd Books, and Seditious Libels, 
which are every Day Publiſh'd againſt Monarchy, and 
the Eſtabliſh d Hierarchy, and Religion, to the Encou- 
ragement of Vice, and the Deſtruction of Piety, and 
the Scandal and Extirpation of our Law, Nation 
and Government. What Church or Kingdem in the 
World would patiently endure to ſee it ſelf thus provo- 
kingly Aﬀronted ? And the Memory of the BLESSED 
MARTYR, the greateſt Glory and Defender of Both, 
made the Infamous Subject of Scorn and Drollery, 
whilſt rhe laſt Branch of the Royal Family is notwith- 
franding——— Yer, God be Bleſſed ; Flouriſhing or. 
the Throne: What can be the meaning of thoſe Fu/t:- 
fications, that are now every where Publiſn'd, of 
that Horrid Rebellion, both out of the Preſs (and, to its 
Eternal Diſgrace ) out of the very Pulpit; together 
with the Impudent Burleſquing the Diſmal Murder of 
HER ROYAL GRANDFATHER, but to Prepare 
the Nation to Act over the ſame Bloody Tragedy a- 
gain? If an Heathen Repnbli:ck would nor ſuffer the 
Myſteries of a Falſe Religion to be Profan'd, what Ho. 


1 Indignation, what Zealo us Reſolution, what Ar- 
ent Affection, ought we to fhow in the Defence of 
the Venerable Myſteries of our True Religion, which 
1s thus 8 Attack d with Reviling Scoffs, and Ri- 
diculing Blaſphemy : Theſe are ſuch Crying Sins, as 

are 
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are enough to Sink vyr Nation into Everlaſting 
Vengeance, if nor Prevented by a Timely Exe- 


cution of the Law upon ſuch Enormous and unheard 
of Offences. | |; 1 


I muſt yet, my Lord, intreat your Lordſhip's Patience, 
to make one Obſervation upon the Great Pains now taken 
by the Fanaticts to bring the Church of England into the 
ſame Equal Combination with thoſe that were concern d 
in the Blood of the Royal Martyr; but I kope the ſol- 
lowing Title of a Treatiſe, written by one of their Great- 
eſt Divines, will be an Ever living, Memorial againſt this 
Vilanous Suggeſtion, and Which ſhall in a ſhort time be 
Preſented to the Werld, for the Illuſtration of that Sub. 
lime Truth, which their Diabolical Falſhood would Endea- 
vour to Eclipſe. 'Tferrod/y1ia. The OBSTRUCTERS OE 
JUSTICE, or. a Deferrce of the Honourahb'e Semence pſſed 
upon the Late KING, by the High Court of Fullice, Ii herein 
the Juſtice ard Equity of the ſaid Senzence is Demonſtwativeſy 
Aſjjened, as well upon Clear Tents of Scripture, as © rmcipics of 
KReaſ.r, Grounds of Law, Authorities, Preſidents, as well Fs 
r#pn as Domeſlick, By JOHN GOODWIN Minifter of the 
Gorpel. Pripted Ann. 1549. 

And now my Lord, I ſhall conclude with a Hearty Wiſh, 
that what has been laid, may. be as Carefully Conſider'd by 


all its Poxulers, as it will be by ycur Lordſhip, Then will 


Falſzoo% and Frror be utterly Aboliſh'd, and Truth and 


Juftice Leave the Baſt of Churches in a Safe and Flouriſhing 
Condicion. ä 


1 am, 
Dour Lordſbip's 


Aoſt Obed ent Ce, vast. 


